R1150 R Tips

1. The black plastic handlebar clamp caps off of the 1997-2000 F650 Funduro will fit right on the clamps of the R1150R and dress up this very visible area, as well as keeping water out of the depressed hex areas of the fasteners (the covers are part # 31-42-345-288).  They only cost 60 cents each and you will need two.

2. The Marsee rack bag for the F650 Funduro will fit right on the BMW accessory rear rack with no modifications and is a quality and useful product for those that do not want a large, expensive, plastic top box.  It installs and removes in seconds.

3. The black injector throttle body covers from the R1100R/RS will snap on to the bare throttle bodies of the R1150R.  However, the right cover will need to be trimmed at the front to clear the intake bulge and doesn’t fit quite as tight as it does on the left side.

4. The R1150GS hand guards will fit the R1150, with modifications.  The right guard will need to have its lower inside handlebar mount removed, but the inside upper mount and bar weight fastening hold it securely enough for the purpose of protecting your hands from the elements.  The left guard needs more plastic carving to get it to fit.  The lower inside mount need a small amount of trimming and a fair amount of slicing needs to be done to the upper mounting area to clear the clutch hydraulic line. (This is important, as you don’t want the guard to be constantly rubbing against the steel line.)  Also, the portion of the guard that interferes with the front of the clutch master cylinder cover needs to be carved away.  With these modifications and a little twisting and pushing of the bar-mount fasteners, the guard provides a secure and solid mount.  However, check both levers for clearance from the guard to make sure that you have provided a gap between the end of the levers and the inside of the guard.  Further tweaking of the guards may be needed to obtain this clearance.  It took me 2 hours of fooling around to get both guards mounted and they are working out fine.  My hands are warmer and my gloves are cleaner and drier than before.  The guards look a lot better and are more secure than the R11GS guards that I had on my R11R.

5. The metal flap that covers the keyhole on the gas cap can be used as a handy money-clip for holding paper money (folded twice), for bridge and road tolls.  I use it when crossing the Golden Gate Bridge on my naked R-bike with its exposed gas cap and even moving at 70 mph, with a 30 mph crosswind, I have yet to loose my toll money.  When I get to the booth, I just grab the money from under the flap and roll out, instead of digging for my wallet while balancing my bike on the greasy pavement, as auto drivers get anxious and start inching forward behind me.

6. Most of you know that BMW sells a higher “comfort” seat for the R1150R, but did you know that they also sell a thicker (by about 1 inch) “comfort” passenger’s seat?  It is part no. 1 71 60 7 652 072 and sells for $150.00.  The seat is more comfortable to sit on, provides the passenger with more legroom and is level with the BMW rack, so a large package lashed to the seat will also sit on the rack, without having to bend in the middle.

7. For those of you looking for something to protect the front engine cases, the clear plastic Aeroflow Engine Bib for the 1150GS fits the R1150R perfectly.  It sells for $44.95, through your dealer and should do a great job of keeping dirt, gorp and the ever-lovable tar off of the silver engine case.

